92                              DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINIONS
political comprehension when Macdonald combined in his
Cabinet the chief representative of ultramontanism from
Quebec and the Grand Master of the Orange Order from
Ontario. The party sought an autonomous and balanced
nationality over the half continent, respected cultural diversi-
ties, emphasized the intimacy of bonds with Great Britain,
and pursued measures that would enhance economic ex-
pansion. Macdonald built a party as he sought to build the
nation by magnifying the elements shared in common be-
tween the divergent groups. He stood for the politics of
equilibrium. His party, in English-speaking Canada at any
rate, was not conservative in the British sense, and was not
grounded in any true conservative philosophy. Although
Macdonald himself had a partiality for Disraeli over Glad-
stone, the party under his leadership was not concerned with
such old-world causes as defending the monarchy, the estab-
lished church, and the House of Lords. Its members, like
English Canadians generally, believed strongly in the benefi-
cence of material progress, and were primarily interested in
the methods of achieving it. In its ranks were the Tory-
minded and the defenders of vested interests, but its leaders
from Macdonald onward were concerned with the realistic
policies of nation-building, and these inevitably implied
change.
The Liberal organization was slower in making a national
appeal. At the outset it embraced in particular the Clear
Grits, who represented "the honest and intelligent yeo-
manry" of Ontario, and were inspired by the combined
philosophy of American frontier democrats and of British
Liberals. Along with them was a small minority in Quebec,
the Parti Rouge, made up mainly of professional men swayed
by an anti-clericalism derived from Europe. Both groups
found a common political sustenance through their faith in
the native integrity and potentiality of the ordinary man.
They emphasized democratic concepts, criticised the large
corporations, especially the banks and the Grand Trunk
Railway, and in the Maritime Provinces won allies among
those critical of federation. But the Liberal party was
compelled to widen greatly its appeal in order to become